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Charles Baker 
 
Charles Baker was born in Stoke St. Mary, 
Somerset, England to George and Harriet Board 
Baker.  Charles birth is given as 5 November 
1843.  There has been some confusion as to 
whether this is his birth date or his christening 
date.  His certified birth record states he was 
born on 11 November 1841. 
 
In the 30 March 1851 census taken on 7 April, 
for Stoke St. Mary, Charles is listed as a 9 year 
old scholar living in Stoke Village with his 
family.  Film # 221079.  This supports the birth 
certificate age. 
 
In the 7 April 1861 census taken in April Charles 
is listed as a 19 year old carter living with his 
mother in Stoke St. Mary.  His father George had 
died in 1858.  Film # 542840. 
 
In 2 April 1871 Charles is still living with his 
mother in Stoke St. Mary.  He is listed as a 28 
year old ag labourer.  His mother Harriet is listed 
as a widower, 61 years old.  Film 835102.  Note 
that he has lost a year on his age. 

 
Charles Baker and Eunice Rowsell make their 
marriage Banns on 1 November, 8 November 
and 15 November 1874 in Thurlbear Parish, 
Somerset, England. 
 
Charles was married to Eunice Rowsell on 3 
December 1874 in Thurlbear, Somerset England.  
This was the home village of Eunice and was 
very close by to Stoke St. Mary.  This date is 
verified by their marriage record obtained from 
the Thurlbear Parish Records.  All records 
indicate that they made their home in Stoke St. 
Mary village as all census records for them are 
there. 
 
Charles and Eunice had their first child 28 
September 1875 in Stoke St. Mary and she was 
christened on 26 December 1875 in the parish.  
They named her Harriet Rose.   It was Aunt Rose 

that took Mom and her siblings to church on 
Sundays.  
 
Their second daughter Emily Jane was born 6 
September 1877 in Stoke St. Mary and she was 
christened on 14 October 1877 in Stoke St. 
Mary’s Parish. 
 
George was born on 14 Jun 1879 also in Stoke 
St. Mary.  A christening record has not yet been 
found for George. 
 
In 3 April of 1881 the census for Stoke St. Mary, 
Somerset, England lists the Charles Baker 
family.  Charles is 38 years of age and is listed as 
an ag labourer.  Eunice is 29, Harriet is 5 and 
George is 1.  If I remember correctly my mother 
said he worked on Broughton Farm.  Eunice is 
listed as age 29.  Census 1341569 
 
Shortly after the census was taken another 
daughter was born.  Ellen was born on 6 May 
1881 and was christened on 10 June 1881 in 
Stoke St. Mary. 
 
Another son was born on 2 February 1883 also 
in Stoke St. Mary.  He was named Charles 
Thomas and he was later christened on 7 May 
1883.  Charles was always known as Charley 
Tom. 
 
On the 28 of January 1885 Annie was born in 
Stoke St. Mary.  She was christened at Stoke St. 
Mary Parish on 17 May 1885. 
 
On 10 July 1887 Elizabeth was christened in 
Stoke St. Mary Parish.  Her birth date is 
unknown. 
 
Alice Mary was born some time in 1889.  An 
exact birth date has not been found for her.  She 
was christened when she was about three years 
old at the same time as her younger brother 
Frank. 
 
The 5 April 1891 census for Stoke St. Mary was 
taken in April and on 13 April Charles Baker and 
his family are recorded as living in Broughton, 
Stoke St. Mary, Somerset, England.  Charles is 
47 years of age and is listed as a labourer.  
Eunice is 39, George 11, Ellen 9, Charles 8, 
Annie 6, Elizabeth 4 and Alice Mary 1.  Fiche 
#6096986 page 69.  Charles has lost another year 
on his age. 



8/22/2009 

 
Their last son Frank was born on 28 August 
1892 in Stoke St. Mary.  Both he and his older 
sister Alice Mary were christened on 9 October 
1892. 
 
The youngest member of the family was born on 
13 April 1894 she was named Ada.  A 
christening date has not been found.  It is noted 
that the older children were all christened within 
a short time after their birth.  The younger 
children were not christened as consistently.  It is 
not known how religious the family was. 

 
The 31 March 1901 census lists the family in 
Broughton, Stoke St. Mary, Somerset, England.  
Charles is listed as a carter on farm and is 57 
years old.  Eunice is 50, George 21, Charles T. 
18, Alice M. 11, Frank 8 and Ada 6.  It is 
believed that he worked for the same family his 
whole life.  See page 6 of the census.  Eunice is 
listed as 50 years old. 
 
Charles Baker was killed by the farm bull ‘down 
the lane’ on 13 January 1910 and is buried in 
Thurlbear Parish Churchyard. 

 
 
Eunice Rowsell 
 
Eunice Rowsell was born 21 December 1851in 
Thurlbear, Somerset, England.  Her mother was 
Ann Rowsell.  The identity of her father will 
most likely never be known as her mother was 
never married.  At the time of the 7 April, 1861 
census Eunice is living with her mother in 
Thurlbear, Somerset, England.  She is listed as 9 
years old film #542840. 
 
On page 134 of the 8 April 1871 census Eunice 
is working as a servant to a Mr. J. Gifford at 
Greenery Farm in Thurlbear, Somerset, England.  

She is 19 years old. 
 
Eunice Baker, age 59, is living in Broughton, 
Stoke St. Mary, Somerset, England at the time of 
the 1911 census.  Living with her are her 
children George, 31, Charlie Tom, 28, Alice 
Mary, 21, Frank, 18, and Ada, 17.  Eunice is 
listed as a widow. 
 
Eunice died on 1 January 1918 in Thurlbear, 
Somerset, England. 

 

 

Eunice Rowsell 



8/22/2009 

 
 

 


